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Semantic data 

“data marked up, however lightly or heavily, in 
ways which reflect the semantic content of 
a text, rather than its structure” 

      Histore Project 



Text Encoding Initiative (TEI) 

 Non-profit member organization 

 Guidelines for an international XML standard 

 Current iteration: p5 

 Primarily semantic not structural 

 Machine-readable 

 Human-readable  

 

http://www.tei-c.org/ 
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Semantic mark-up in corpus creation 



Early English  

Books Online 

(EEBO) 

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/ 

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/


What is EEBO? 

 ProQuest's online database, available to 
subscribing institutions  

 Books printed in England or English, 1473 – 1700 

 Detailed catalogue records 

 Image sets 



Text Creation  

Partnership 

(TCP) 

http://textcreationpartnership.org/ 

http://textcreationpartnership.org/
http://textcreationpartnership.org/


What is TCP? 

 Online database available to subscribing institutions 
through EEBO  

 Providing searchable, readable, marked-up, digital, full 
texts 

 Led by the University of Michigan and the University 
of Oxford  

 Over 150 partner libraries and universities worldwide 

 Supported in the UK by JISC Collections 

 



Scale 

 128,070 STC bibliographic records 

 127,074 digitized microfilm image sets 

 Phase I: 25,369 full texts 

 Phase II: completing the corpus of English-
language unique titles 

 Phase I and II to date: 40,186 full texts 



Process 

 Texts created from digital images 

 Keyers are not Early Modern experts 

 Quality control: a sample is proofed 

 Mark-up is reviewed and enriched 



http://gateway.proquest.com/openurl?ctx_ver=Z39.88-2003&res_id=xri:eebo&rft_id=xri:eebo:image:98209 







Some features we mark up 
 Textual divisions, with descriptions 

 Opening material, e.g. arguments, salutes 

 Closing material, e.g. signatures, dates 

 Letters 

 Lists and tables 

 Speakers, speeches and stage directions 

 Quotations and epigraphs 

 Textual notes 



...and some we don't 
 Non-Roman alphabets 

 Music 

 Complex mathematical material 

 Illegible characters 

 Manuscript 

 Damaged or missing material 



 Benefits of full text 

 Legible reading copy 

 Accurate word and phrase searching 

 Precise, limited searches 

 Structured, navigable texts 

 Display options 



 Benefits of semantic mark-up 

 Additional information 

 Logical 

 Queriable 

 Cross-corpora searching 

 Extensible 

 



FORM  
Forms Online: 
Renaissance to Modern 
 

Dr Ben Burton, University of Oxford 
Dr Elizabeth Scott-Baumann, University of Leicester 



From mass corpus to detailed semantic mark-up 



The origins: 

the pre-1642 quartos from 

http://quartos.org/ 

JISC/NEH Transatlantic Digitization Collaboration Grant 

http://quartos.org/


 Complementing the British Library’s 
Shakespeare in Quarto website 

 1 copy of 21 plays in 73 editions 

  http://www.bl.uk/treasures/shakespeare/homepage.html 

 

http://www.bl.uk/treasures/shakespeare/homepage.html


 Create an interface to support teaching 
and learning, and to widen access 

 Create a digital edition of every copy of 1 
play 

 Hamlet 

 



Huntington 69304  

http://quartos.org 
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 Inspired by the image resource 

 Privileges the physical book 

 Individual copies 

 Legible 

 Searchable 

 Queriable 

 Text Encoding Initiative (TEI) p5 
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Folger, STC 22279,  
copy 5 
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Folger, STC 22279,  
copy 5 
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<l>With all my imperfections on my head.</l>  
<l><add place=“margin-left” hand=“#af” type=“intervention”  
resp=“#fol”>Ham</add>Oh horrible, O horrible, most horrible,</l> 
<l>If thou hast nature in thee beare it not,</l> 

http://quartos.org/


 
Folger, STC 22279,  
copy 5 

http://quartos.org/ 

<delSpan> surrounding the original <l> 
<anchor> (for the <delSpan>)  
<addSpan> 
closing </sp> (speech) 
opening <sp> 
opening <speaker> with its associated attributes 
the line, in its entirety 
second closing </sp> 
<anchor> (for the <addSpan>) 
opening <sp> (to reopen the printed speech)  
opening <speaker> (to repeat the original speaker) 
 

http://quartos.org/


 Marked up texts  

 Content 

 Description 

 Searchable and queriable 

 Flexible 

 Extensible 

 



“The coolest thing to do with 
your data will be thought of by 
someone else.” 
 

 

     Rufus Pollock 

     Co-Founder and Director,  

     Open Knowledge Foundation 

  
 http://blogs.talis.com/nodalities/2007/05/xtech_day_3_rufus_pollock_and_.php 

     Accessed 24 July 2011 

http://blogs.talis.com/nodalities/2007/05/xtech_day_3_rufus_pollock_and_.php


Find out more 

 http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eebotcp/ 

 

 http://quartos.org/ 

 

 pip.willcox@bodleian.ox.ac.uk 

 

 @OxfordEEBOTCP 
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